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Gen. Peter Pace’s portrait, center, fs more somber than those of Gens, Colin L. Powell, lef, or James L. Jones.

A simple portrait evokes the struggles of war

Along the halls of the Pentagon, former Joint Chiefs chairman Peter Pace stands out

wy Guea Jarve

undreds of portralts of genemals

and admimls hang ke wallpaper

alomg the Pentagon’s endies corr-
dors.

Few of these palntings. if any, stop peo-
ple in the way that the image of Gen. Pe-
ter Pace does.

Pace, who served as chabrman of the
Joint Chiefs of Sl during the worst
yeurs of the Irag war, bs depicted in front
of & skmple hackdrop the color of dried

bilood, His shoubders are slightly stooped.
His twead is just barely bowed. “He looks
like he ix thinking about his carcer, the
people he left behind and the Marines he
bost” wabd Mamie Burke, who served as
Pace’s photographer and now works for
hils sueeessor. 1 think thire b a ot he has
bomr™

bn w bullding designed to produce
swagerring diaplays of American power,
the spare oll palnting captures a e mo-
ment of humility, honesty and even sad-
ness.

Pacw was not the Kind of chaloman who

made waves during his relatively short
tenure as the milltary'’s top officer, Con-
gresaional eritics blasted him as too doc-
(e wndd unwilling 1o stand up o Defense
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld. They per-
wuaided Robert M. Gotes, Rumsfelds sue-
oesor, Bt to nomioate Pace for a cus-
tomary second term as chalrman in late
2007.

Il

marrow confines of the Penta-
i, though, Pace's portralt oot-
‘hlnﬂ thowe of such laminartes as Gen.
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[n Pentagon’s halls. a somber face stands oul
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Colin L Fowell, who keans jaunti-
Iy on his desk. and Gen. Omar
Bradley, the last five-star grneral
and the first chairman of the Joint
Chiefs.

Corridor an critics say Face’s
somber portralt evoles some-
thing elemental about the pain of
battle that bs mostly absent from
the haltways of the US. war ma-
chine. *1 don't know why. bt it is
the portralt | key In on” sald Lt
Col. Alayne Conway, a spokes
woman for the Joint Chiefs.

Pace chose Peter Egeli from a
list of about & half-dozen painters
wha regularly wre hived by the
brass to do Pentagon portraits. In
contrast to most generals, Pace
didn't give Egell a lot of guidance.
=1 lefe it i hibs hands” the general

d, *1 thought since he was the
artist, he would know best”

Instead the two men — both of
whom were Marines — chatted
about Pace's four decades of mili-
tary service. which began with the
Ibartle of Hue City, one of the long-
st and bleakest fights of the Viet-
mam War *1 had to talk to him
about Hoe City becase ¢ b fon-
damental to who | have been
since 1968-150," Pace said.

The general can still rttle off
the names of four young Marines
who idied under his onmund 40
wears agoe Lance Cpl. Guido Farl-
mara, Lance Cpl Chubby Hale,
Lance Cpl Whitey Travers amd
Cpl Michael Wit A fifth Marine,
Stafl Sgt Freddie Willlams, was
passing in front of Pace when
was killed by a snipers bullet
aimed at Pace’s chest. “His death
prevented mine,” Pace sabd.

Decades later, aa chalrman of
the Joint Chiefs. Pace bed the mili-
tary at a time when violenco in
I was peaking and the early
gains of the Afghan war were
crumbling. Egeli says he tried o
capture all of these experiences.

The spare red Backgmound,
which grows darker toward the
bottom of the picture, s designed
to focus attention on Pace. “You
coukd say it is a troubled red,” Ege-
li saiel. Pace's slightly stooped pos-
ture and the sense of melancholy
in his face, the artist sadd, Is sup-
pased to show him thinking of
ways to improve the effectivencss
of US. forces in the two wars

O the day his portmit was -
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Standing beside the general
was st Lt Andrew Kinand, who
lost both legs as a young platoon
commander In Irag’s Anbar prove
ince, Pace and his wife first en-
countered Kinsrd in 2006 at the
National Naval Medical Center in
Bethesda. The young Marine had
just mrived from Irag and was in
acomsa

When Kinard regaloed con-
sciomsness several woeks later,
Pace and his wife returned b
hospital and struck up a relation-
ship with the Marine. Two years
later, the general imvited him 0
the unveiling.

In the year since the Face paint-
ing was hung alongyide the por-
traits of the 15 other chairmen of
the Juint Chiefs, it has won abevy
of adwmirers in a bullding that lar't
normally ssockated with ant ap-
preciation

One day last week, Army Col
Rich Daum was waiting outside
the “tank” the conference room
where the Joint St conducts its
secret hriefings and the service
chiefs candidly debate war policy
Paces portrait hangs right out-
side the door to the secure room.

“1 think it is better than the oth-
sald Daum, gesturing to the
of paintings lining the ooeri-
dor. Some of Daum’s colleagues
began 10 rib him for having an
opinkn shout Pentagon art. “To
me, be books like & very devout, se-
rous man.” the officer conntered
a bt defensively

Most of the othet portraits in
the Pentagon are crammed with
images and artifacts that seem
dexigned 1o testify to the subjects
grandeur and his importance in
history.

“Those paintings are telling
s about the public peran.” s
Brandon Brame Fortune, a curs-
tor at the Smithsonian’s National
Portrait Gallery whe ageed 1o
visit the Pentagon to view Pace’s
portrait. “They are designed W0
capture the sulject in his official
military capacity”

The partrait of Gen. Richand 1
Myers, Pace¥ immediate pred.
eoessor, is chockablock with im-

veiled, Pace fell into a
tive state of mind that mdrroced
the moody portrait. *1 certainly
made some wrong estimates,” he
said at the 2009 ceremony. “And |
certalnly made some recommen-
dations that if | could take them
back and change them, 1 would,
given the lmowledge of today”
But he gave the best adviee he
couk) with the information avail-
able to him at the time, he said.

ages of a will dering Penta-
gon from Sept 11, 2001, and
smaller depictions of the Air
Force gemeral in battle fatigues
paying a visit to troops overseas
The wnaln image of Myers stands
almost protectively between the
viewer and the major historical
events playing out behind him.
The Powell painting finks the
first black chairman to early Afri-
can American service members

with the inclusion of a small im-
age of the Buffalo Soldiers, a black
cavaley reghment formed In the
mid 18605, just after the Civil

the Pace painting
I more private atd personal, wid
Fortumne.

The generals hands are folded
modestly in front of him. He b
ducking hia bead just a bit and
gazing alightly away from the
viewer. The absence of any back-
groend distractions focuses all of
the attention on Pace.

“People are responding to that
sense of |ntrospection,” Fortune
saded =1 really believe they are con-
necting with the simplicity of the
painting and the quiet drama”
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